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IPEN QUICK VIEWS:

THIRD SESSION OF THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL NEGOTIATING
COMMITTEE (INC-3) TO DEVELOP AN INTERNATIONAL LEGALLY
BINDING INSTRUMENT ON PLASTIC POLLUTION

IPEN

for a taxics-free future

November2023

Background

The ongoing negotiation and framing of the future
Plastics Treaty is an opportunity to address and
protect human health and the environment from the
harmful effects of plastics throughout their life cycle.
This will require strong, legally binding control provi-
sions that call for the elimination of toxic chemicals
throughout the life cycle of plastics and mandatory,
publicly available, and accessible disclosure of infor-
mation on chemicals used in plastics.

Plastics are a combination of chemicals and car-
bon. Thousands of those chemicals are known to be
chemicals of concern and for most of the rest there

is a remarkable lack of data. Moreover, for users and
the waste management sector there is limited, or in
most cases no data on the chemical composition of
plastic materials and products. This lack of transpar-
ency, traceability, and available data means that there
are no plastics that can be considered safe, since it is

as a starting point for negotiations and engage in
discussions on how to clarify the nature of obliga-
tions and improve the text.

*  Member States should focus on further defining
the control measures and means of implementa-
tion, rather than reopening discussions on the
scope of the Treaty. The scope is already defined in
'UNEA Resolution 4/15 as encompassing the full
life cycle and does not require further definition.

*  Member States should retain the provisions cover-
ing chemicals, including monomers and polymers,
in the Treaty and related provisions on emissions,
trade, and transparency. The INC should man-
date intersessional work to create an initial list of
chemicals of concern, including monomers and
polymers, to be listed in the Annexes of the Treaty,
together with respective criteria for their selection.

*  Member States should retain the Annexes and
mandate intersessional work on their further de-
velopment, as they are suitable mechanisms that
provide flexibility to adapt to future knowledge,

i ion, and chall

not possible to know if they contain toxic chemical
These gaps are also key obstacles toward a safe circu-
lar economy.

During the INC-3 in Nairobi, delegates will be con-
sidering the Zero draft as a basis for discussion and
negotiations. They will also decide on mandates for
documents to be prepared between INC-3 and INC-4
as well as any other work that will be needed between
the sessions.

IPEN Key Messages for INC-3
For the upcoming negotiations IPEN recommends
that:

+  The future Treaty should be centered on avoiding
future plastic pollution throughout the life cycle
by phasing down production and consumption of
plastics and not promoting false solutions (recy-
cling) that have failed to work for decades.

*  Member States should acknowledge the Zero draft

+  The control measures should be focused on plas-
tic production reduction and toxics-free design of
plastics. Parts of the Zero draft are leaning to-
wards recycling as a solution, which is unsuitable
as this ignores the major adverse effects associated
with recycling, including workers’ exposures to
toxic chemicals, the release of microplastics during
recycling processes, and the wider spread of toxic
chemicals through products made from recycled
plastics.

Organizational Considerations

Rules of Procedure

The scenario note for INC-3 foresees that the Rules
of Procedure will continue to be applied provision-
ally. No dedicated time for a final agreement on the
Rules of Procedure has been allocated. However, it
is unusual to carry out an entire negotiation without
agreed rules of procedure and some Member States
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ANATOMY OF PLASTICS
WHAT’S IN MY PLASTICS?
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O eseeeen o MONOMERS AND .
POLYMERS E/7—tRU=7—
constitute main building
blacks of plastic material

O €) ADDITIVES °

bring desired functionality to the

plastic material f?ﬁi’iﬂﬁﬂ
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such as starting materials and
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o NON-INTENTIONALLY 139%
ADDED SUBSTANCES
such as solvents, cleaning
agents, or impurities from
manufacturing or recycling

wironment Programme and Secretariat of the Basel, Rotterdam and
2023). Chemicals in plastics: a technical report. Geneva,
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most widely produced
plastic additivies*

«Source: Geyer et al. 2017

Plasticizers  AJ¥E%|
to make plastic softer and flexible
e.g. phthalates, chlorinated parafins

Fillers ~ FCEHA]

that occupy space without changing
functional properties
e.g. mica, talc or clay

Flame retardants  REFAR]
to reduce flammability and prevent
spread of fire - e.g. brominated and
chlorinated flame retardants

other % DAt

including colorants,
antioxidants, heat and light
stabilizers, lubricants,
biocides or antistatic agents
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